
 

 

 

Mass Setting 
 

Our Mass setting is the Gregorian Missa jubilate 
Deo and is found in the Seasonal Missalette from number 
178. 

 

♫ 
 

Banns of Matrimony 
 

Alexis Christine Blanch & Edwin Luke Langley 
 

 

Second Sunday 

of Lent 
 

February 28, 2021 
 
 

Calendar 
 
 
Saturday, February 27th 
4:00pm Vigil Barbara Brothers, Ronald Iannazzo, 
Thomas Lorio, and the Intentions of Neil Delude 
 
Sunday, February 28th 
8:00am Mass For all parishioners 
10:30am Mass Janet Abadie, Beverly Bellini, William 
Benoit, Joy Nalty Hodges, Margaret Joyner Jones, 
Deacon Paul Nalty, Frances Rinker, Lisa Childress 
Sheridan, and Jude H. Trahant 
5:00pm Mass A Special Intention 
 
Monday, March 1st 
6:30am Mass A Special Intention 
7:00pm Parish Mission 
 
Tuesday, March 2nd 
6:30am Mass Earl Robinson, Jr 
6:00pm Mass Bergeron & Boudreaux Families 
7:00pm Parish Mission 
 
Wednesday, March 3rd 
St Katherine Drexel, virgin 
6:30am Mass Susan Palm 
6:00pm Rosary (@ Our Lady of Good Counsel) 
7:00pm Parish Mission 
 
Thursday, March 4th 
St Casimir 
6:30am Mass Mary Waguespack 
 
Friday, March 5th 

World Day of Prayer 
6:30am Mass A Special Intention 
6:00pm Stations of the Cross (Via crucis) 
 
Saturday, March 6th 
10:00am Rosary (@ Church of St Henry) 

 
The Sanctuary Lamp in St Stephen Church will burn 

this week for the repose of the soul of Sister M. Angela 
Bergeron, CIC. 

 
The Sanctuary Lamp in the rectory chapel will burn this 

week for the Intentions of the Pope. 

                 Lay-minister Schedule 
March 7th 

                           

 
4:00 pm 

Lector:  Dan Jens 
Extraordinary Eucharistic Minister:  Douglas Kariker 
 
8:00 am 

Lector:  Linda Tufton 
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers:  Raymond Bankston 
and Maria Brady 
 
10:30 am 

Lector:  Richard Cooper 
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers:  Christine Cooper, 
Deacon Richard Eason, and Sandra Westfall 



Apostolates & 

Volunteer Groups 
 
 
 
Altar Society 
  Cindy Gainsburgh, @ 899-2637 
 
CCD (Confraternity of Christian Doctrine) 
  Phillip Bellini, @ 227-3795 
 
Center of Jesus the Lord (Charismatic) 
  The Center, @ 529-1636 
 
The Good Shepherd Choir [on hiatus] 
  Brian Morgan, @ 227-3793 
 
Event Planning 
  Rectory Office, @ 899-1378 
 
Friends of Our Lady of Good Counsel 
  Barbara Fortier, @ barbaraf13@aol.com 
 
Friends of St Henry 
  Alden Hagordorn, @ 891-3410 
 
Knights of Columbus 
  Patrick Guise, @ 812-6941 
 
Life Apostolate 
  Kathy Fayard, @ 905-7676 
 
Mass Volunteers 
  Brian Plauché, @ 289-6799 
  Phillip Bellini, @ 227-3793 
 
Rectory Volunteers 
  Ivy Rohr, @ 227-3792 
 
Society of St Vincent de Paul 
  Laura Finnegan, @ 899-1378 

  The Monthly Prayer-request for Priests 

 
February 
 
1st The Reverend Father James Carter, SJ 

2nd The Reverend Francis Ferrié 

3rd The Reverend Pedro Felix Nuñez 

4th The Reverend Patrick Carr 

5th The Reverend Father Thomas T. Pham, 
CSsR 

6th The Reverend Father Leo Nicoll, SJ 

7th The Reverend Douglas Brougher 

8th The Reverend Father Scott O’Brien, OP 

9th The Reverend James Jeanfreau, Jr 

10th The Reverend Father Eduardo J. Gabriel, 
OP 

11
th Pope-Emeritus Benedict XVI 

12th The Reverend Father Etido Jerome, SSJ 

13th The Reverend Daniel Darmanin 

14th The Reverend Bac-Hai Viet Tran 

15th The Reverend Damjan Zablocki 

16th The Reverend Father Michael Burke, OP 

17th The Reverend Denzil Perera 

18th The Reverend Andrew Gutierrez 

19th The Reverend Jeffrey Montz 

20th The Reverend Patrick Collum 

21st The Reverend Kenneth Allen 

22nd The Reverend Father Gregory Ross, OCD 

23rd The Reverend Father David Begany, SSJ 

24th The Reverend Salvador Galvez 

25th The Reverend Paul Clark 

26th Pope Francis 

27th The Reverend Garrett M. O’Brien 

28th The Reverend Monsignor Christopher H. 
Nalty 
 
 

† deceased 
                    

 
 

Collection Report February 14th July 1st-Feb 14th 

Total Collections $5,020.00 $214,174.00 

Budget $9,368.71 $309,167.43 

Surplus/(Deficit) ($4,348.71)  ($94,993.43) 



   
 
Second Collections/Miscellaneous Donations 

St Stephen Restoration Fund                                  $1,399.29 

Our Lady of Good Counsel Building Fund                $30.00 

Clarion Herald.                                                                  $10.00 

Lightning Apologetics        
 

by Phillip Bellini, DRE 
 

 
 
The Cross and the Problem of Pain 
 
 
This past year of 2020 was a difficult one for many of us.  The Covid-19 virus, the shutting down of businesses due to it, three hurricanes in the state of 
Louisiana, one directly hitting New Orleans, the looting and riots, and maybe personal sufferings of people we may never hear of.  Personally, I lost my 
mother on December 21st.  It was not until I was her caretaker for four year that I thought I can write this article on suffering, for many have suffered much 
more, but suffering, nonetheless.  I am also thankful for the year. Why? 
 
In some of us that might provoke the grim thought that we find no difficulty in finding our cross, and when we find it there is no cause for celebration. So, 
let us try and lift up a tiny corner of that sometimes-heavy curtain of suffering and see if any good at all lies behind it.  But please believe this:  The farthest 
thing from my mind is merely to lecture you on patience; rather we are thinking the problem out together.  I’m just trying to blow dust off a few principles 
that hold for me as well as you, and which we are all liable to forget. The first is that from every eye some tears must fall:  suffering in some form or another 
is inevitable.  Life is like a rose, first a smooth stem and then a thorn, bright days and dark days, a smooth road and then a bumpy one.  But who said we 
have to take the bitter with the better? Remember that this human nature of ours limped out of the Garden of Eden a wounded veteran, subject to future 
aches and pains, both physical and moral.  For example, the very fact that we have teeth (which is good) means sooner or later we are in for a toothache 
(which is bad).  God never claimed that this earth was to be a mountain-peak of joy.  When we pray the “Hail, Holy Queen” prayer, we call this world a 
“valley of tears.”  So, don’t be disappointed if earth isn’t a vestibule of heaven; it is only the rugged testing ground outside, with plenty of bumps in the 
road.  How hard we hit them depends on our moral and spiritual springs. 
 
This may all seem obvious to you, but you would be surprised how many people feel cheated if their piety and devotion do not protect them from the 
scars of life.  They bristle, they are sullen and hurt when hardships and headaches dare to plant their thorn-bushes in the garden of the righteous.  They 
may not admit it in so many words, but they feel their religion should act like a sort of spiritual vaccination which keeps them immune from trouble.  The 
proof is that when trouble does come, their faith falters. Let disaster come into their life, and doubt enters their heart.  For some, their whole faith has been 
pinned on the absence of sorrow or misfortune.  I’ve learned over the years you can never pin your faith on the absence of something.  It has to be nailed, 
like Christ, to a Cross, the Cross which stands there like a signpost or a road that simply says, “God’s will is this way.”  Yet there is infinite consolation in the 
memory that God’s own Son, the day He trudged back to Heaven, took this very road of suffering.  His Blood-stained footprints are there for us to follow.  
 
So, let’s put aside the notion that faith, or religion, is a guarantee against trouble.  No, it is rather a guide and a help during it.  Faith is not an escalator to 
bring us up the steep hill of life, but more like a cane to lean on while we do the climbing.  Religion is not a magic charm to keep the world we live in away 
from us.  Some people apparently would want an ocean but not seasickness, breezes but no gales, rain but no postponed ball games, sunshine but no 
scorched lawns, etc.  No, the laws of nature work for the general good and we cannot expect the Almighty to step in, throw a switch, and stop the machinery 
to avoid our individual harm.  It is a great, wide wonderful world—for the exercise of virtues--and for that reason, difficulties and hardships and sickness 
and death lie ahead on every man’s road, and there is NO detour around them. 
 
As to the evils that come to us from human nature, from the perversity of man, of course God could have arranged things differently.  He could have made 
a world without alcoholics or thieves or murderers. He could have made a world without free will, where the whole human race would have been regimented, 
computerized puppets marching on the straight and narrow path because they simply could not swing off in any other direction!  We have to have just as 
much possibility to be a devil as a Saint, or our “yes” to God means nothing! God intended to build a moral universe and the condition for that is freedom.  
God did not make us that way.  Nobody audits the books of God.  He chose instead to honor us with free will, with the power to choose between good 
and evil, so that He could award us with an incredible Heaven.   
 
In the world as it is, the best that Faith can do even for a Saint is not to deliver him from the backlash of nature or the malice of men, but to give him the 



spirit and the weapons to meet his or her particular trials. So intelligent men and women look to faith, not for freedom from troubles but for courage to 
cope with them under the banner of our King, Jesus Christ.  And when we are most down, then especially should we look up – to Him! We are kind of like 
a deep-sea diver.  Maybe we are beyond our depth.  Maybe the water around us is so murky we cannot see our way. But as long as our air-line is clean, as 
long as we keep contact with Him watching up there, we are safe.  The air-line being the Sacraments, Mass, prayer, sacrifices and living our responsibilities 
of our state in life.   
 
The trouble is many of us look down at our trouble all the time.  We tend to look at the dark side of things, i.e. then we see trouble everywhere.  Isn’t it 
better to look up, to lift up your eyes and your heart to the God of all consolation?  With the C-virus there is the tendency to lean that way.  Maybe you 
are old and lie on the cross of a sick bed.  It could be anything, from arthritis to cancer to heart trouble.  I was taught that such suffering bravely born is a 
great glory before God than the most majestic Cathedral you ever saw stand against the sky.  It is the bell that is struck that gives the melody; the candle 
that wastes away that gives light, and it is the human soul in suffering patiently born that offers the greatest prayer to God.   
 
It took me a long time to learn this, but I understand now what Venerable Fulton J. Sheen said, “St Peter gave more glory to God suffering in prison than 
when he was out preaching to the multitudes!” Out of all the apostolates I’ve been involved with in my life, I now feel I have received greater graces taking 
care of my mom with dementia (who recently died on December 21st) than all the apostolates combined.  And for those that are young, remember we 
don’t have the blueprint of our future lives.  God does!  He knows what He is doing! Sometimes he lets our hearts break in order to get into them! 
 
Maybe you are a father and mother, and death has left an empty chair in your house and an emptiness in your heart! As you move slowly around your 
house memories hit you and you find you have your own private way of the cross hung in your home! You can become bitter about it and shake your fist 
in rebellion at Heaven – as I did when I was fourteen years old and God took my grandmother, or you can clasp your fingers and bow your head in prayerful 
resignation.  You can ask the oldest question in the world, “Why should this happen to me?” Do you know the answer to that question?  There isn’t any, 
unless it is the oldest answer:  God (because He is God) knows best.  We have to put our little hand in His big hand, and trust, like any child with any father, 
that He knows where He is going.  Or maybe the answer is this.  The highest medal for service in the United Kingdom is the Victoria Cross.  In the United 
States it is the Medal of Honor.  Who can say but that God gives His heroes and heroines – just the Cross, a splinter of wood conferred by His own Bleeding 
Hand; because anyone that is really close to Christ must, sooner or later, share His Cross! 
 

                   Pray for the Sick 
 
 

Ron Behler, Lois Boboa, Anthony 
Burns, Mimì Carpenter, Beverly Couch, the 
Honorable Martin Feldman, Ellie Fogarty, 
David Forly, Joan Glynn, Audury Guillot, 
Virginia Hamrick, Janet Hopkins, Rebecca 
Larousse, Charles Margavio, Kerry Marlin, 
Steven Martinez, Timothy Martinez, Frederick 
Henry Taylor Sr, Gerald Toups, and Angela 
Villanueva. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

News 
 

 
The Monthly Food Pantry Request for “Love 

Thy Neighbor” (a project of our Society of St Vincent 
de Paul) for February is peanut-butter & jelly!  We 
will have a Second Collection today, the Catholic 
Charities Appeal. 
 
 
 “Registration for the Archdiocesan Golden 
Wedding Anniversary is now open.  This celebration is 

 
 

Pray for the Dead 
 

Beverly Bellini, Sister M. Angela Bergeron 
CIC, Alma Champagne, Alethea Gernard, George 
Rohr Sr, Cynthia Sciortino, Theodore H. Sorina 
Jr, and Vetter Amadeo Taylor. 

 


