The Sanctuary Lamp in St Stephen Church will burn
this week for the repose of the soul of Vetter Amadeo Taylor.

Second Sunday
in Ordinary Time

The Sanctuary Lamp in the rectory chapel will burn this
week for the Intentions of the Pope.

January 17, 2021
Calendar
Saturday, January 16th
4:00pm Vigil Alberto Hand, Vetter Amadeo Taylor, the
Bergeron & Boudreaux Families, the Egers & Jeanfreau
Families, and the Intentions of Ivy Rohr

Sunday, January 17th
8:00am Mass For all parishioners
10:30am Mass Beverly Bellini, Micaela Kelly Bennett,
Sister M. Angela Bergeron CIC, Vincent Boudreaux Jr, Joy
Nalty Hodges, Deacon Paul Nalty, Lisa Childress
Sheridan, and the Reverend Kermit Trahan
5:00pm Mass A Special Intention

Mass Setting
Our Mass setting is the Gregorian Missa jubilate
Deo and is found in the Seasonal Missalette from number
176.

♫

Monday, January 18th

Banns of Matrimony

Dr Martin Luther King, Jr, Day

8:00am Mass

A Special Intention

Tuesday, January 19th
6:30am Mass Alma Champagne
6:00pm Mass Beverly Bellini

Meredith Desporte Provensal & Blake Christopher Buras
Alexis Christine Blanch & Edwin Luke Langley
Jane Yvonne White & Derek Evan Hunicke

Wednesday, January 20th
St Fabian, Pope and martyr
St Sebastian, martyr
6:30am Mass William Joseph Allen
6:00pm
Rosary (@ Our Lady of Good Counsel)
Thursday, January 21st
St Agnes, virgin and martyr
6:30am Mass Intentions of Sister Jerome Blank, CIC
Friday, January 22nd
Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children
6:30am Mass Intentions of the Pope
Saturday, January 23rd
St Vincent, deacon and martyr
St Marianne Cope, virgin
10:00am
Rosary (@ Church of St Henry)

Lay-minister Schedule
January 24th
4:00 pm

Lector: Douglas Kariker
Extraordinary
Eucharistic Minister:
Surprenant

Mark

8:00 am

Lector: Raymond Bankston
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: Dana D’Anzi and
Patrick Guise
10:30 am

Lector: Richard Cooper
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: Christine Cooper,

Apostolates &
Volunteer Groups
Altar Society
Cindy Gainsburgh, @ 899-2637
CCD (Confraternity of Christian Doctrine)
Phillip Bellini, @ 227-3795
Center of Jesus the Lord (Charismatic)
The Center, @ 529-1636
The Good Shepherd Choir [on hiatus]
Brian Morgan, @ 227-3793

The Monthly Prayer-request for Priests
January
1st
2nd

The Reverend Father James Carter, SJ

3rd

The Reverend Pedro Felix Nuñez

4th

The Reverend Patrick Carr

5th

The Reverend Father Thomas T. Pham, CSsR

6th

The Reverend Father Leo Nicoll, SJ

7th

The Reverend Douglas Brougher

8th

The Reverend Father Scott O’Brien, OP

9th

The Reverend James Jeanfreau, Jr

10th

The Reverend Father Eduardo J. Gabriel, OP

th

The Reverend Francis Ferrié

11

The Reverend Father Frank Reale, SJ

12th

The Reverend Father Etido Jerome, SSJ

13th

The Reverend Daniel Darmanin

Friends of Our Lady of Good Counsel
Barbara Fortier, @ barbaraf13@aol.com

14th

The Reverend Bac-Hai Viet Tran

15th

The Reverend Damjan Zablocki

Friends of St Henry
Alden Hagordorn, @ 891-3410

16th

The Reverend Father Michael Burke, OP

17th

The Reverend Denzil Perera

18th
19th

The Reverend Father Earl Muller, SJ
The Reverend Jeffrey Montz

20th

The Reverend Patrick Collum

21st
22nd

The Reverend Kenneth Allen

23rd

The Reverend Father David Begany, SSJ

24th

The Reverend Salvador Galvez

25th

The Reverend Paul Clark

26th

The Reverend Robustiano Morgia

27th
28th
29th

The Reverend Garrett M. O’Brien
The Reverend Monsignor Christopher H. Nalty
Pope-Emeritus Benedict XVI

30th

Pope Francis

31st

The Reverend Andrew Gutierrez

Event Planning
Rectory Office, @ 899-1378

Knights of Columbus
Patrick Guise, @ 812-6941
Life Apostolate
Kathy Fayard, @ 905-7676
Mass Volunteers
Brian Plauché, @ 289-6799
Phillip Bellini, @ 227-3793
Rectory Volunteers
Ivy Rohr, @ 227-3792
Society of St Vincent de Paul
Laura Finnegan, @ 899-1378

The Reverend Father Gregory Ross, OCD

† deceased

Collection Report

January 3rd

July 1st-Jan 3rd

Total Collections

$9,898.00

$171,537.00

Budget

$9,368.71

$252,955.17

$529.29

($81,418.17)

Surplus/(Deficit)

Second Collections/Miscellaneous Donations
St Stephen Restoration Fund
Our Lady of Good Counsel Building Fund
#iGiveCatholic

$48,181.10
$30.00
$10,000.00

Lightning Apologetics
by Phillip Bellini, DRE

A Simple Match
My dear friends in Christ, I would like to share some thoughts with you that came to me one cold evening while I was
smoking my pipe over the Christmas holidays. Interesting what you think about on some occasions! I lit my pipe with a
simple wooden match. I enjoy walking outside and looking up at cold, clear winter sky and try to think of the immensity of
it all.
It was a perfect setting for me; it was cold and windy right after Christmas. After I lit my pipe for some reason, I took a look
at the match and began to think about it. There’s not much to notice about a match. There is nothing that makes it stand
out. If you piled up different kinds of wood together and then threw in a match it would not stand out primarily. It would
be lost in the pile. Yet, there is something about a match that sets it entirely apart. Something in its head! Stored fire! So,
it was with the Apostles too. When they were pulling in their heavy fishing nets on the sea or walking along a dusty road
towards the Temple of Jerusalem, they looked like any other group of Galilean peasants. They would be lost in the crowd.
Yet there was something different about them. Something in their heads, stored fire from Pentecost, the fire that was to
light the candles of the Christian faith on the altars of the civilized world!
I wonder if there is anything really different about us, their spiritual descendants. We dress and look and seem like everyone
else. So what sets us apart from modern pagans, on the sidewalks or in the stores or in our homes? Do we stand out as
children of Christ’s True Church? I don’t mean distinguished by a medal hanging from around our necks, nor a religious pin
on our lapel or the scapular we wear. These are all good things and reminders of our daily duties, but should we not be
known by the cleanness of our speech, the purity of our lives, the integrity of our word, kindness to our neighbor, unbroken
fidelity to the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and the Sacraments and the Church? If only we Catholics really lived as Catholics,
we couldn’t handle the number of converts entering our Church!
There is another feature about a match. It never shows what it really has within it, till it meets resistance, till it comes head
on against opposition. Then when it’s struck against the box, suddenly like a little spark and roar, all its power leaps up in a
nice flame! So, with the Apostles too! When Our Lord was working miracles before them every day, the Apostles showed
no particular heroism or zeal. It was only after Christ was crucified, and the Jewish synagogue and the Roman Empire rose
up against the spread of Christianity like a stone wall that the Apostles rushed up against it, like a match literally losing their
heads, but breaking into sparks that set the world on fire with the new, true faith of Christ!
So, let’s ask ourselves—how do we act in time of opposition? When misfortune breaks through the line of our careful plans
and throws us back a little, when a sudden reverse in our finances strips our financial gears so carefully laid, when overnight
the world lies before us without sun or birds or flowers, as empty and dark and lifeless as a crater in the moon, and life is
only a frame with the picture ripped out, how do we react? I don’t mean our very first reaction. That is understandable. But

a sturdy ship soon steadies itself.
But if we continue to brood within ourselves (and I have been guilty of that) and we whimper and whine to others and then
murmur against God, where is our faith—we who are the children of the martyrs, the sons and daughters of those pioneers
of Christ on whose banner was saying to God, “Thy will be done!” We always have to remember this, friends in Christ: Faith
never was an elevator to carry a man or a woman in comfort up the steep hill of life. Faith is like a cane or a walking stick
on which we lean while WE do the climbing ourselves!
There is something else about a match. For the greater part of its life it stays a dull, undistinguished bit of wood. But in the
end, it has its moment of glory. Then, when giving its all, when it is sacrificing everything it has, when it is dying, and the
flame is about to go out—then it is most beautiful. It has spent itself and now just the wood glows kind of like a halo from
spending itself.
But wasn’t it that way with the Apostles and martyrs too? When they were living, they never achieved so much as when they
laid down their lives. A famous theologian once said, “We more easily believe those who are willing to lay down their lives
in testimony that they speak the truth.” When the Apostles were preaching, many people listened with their minds in neutral:
maybe so, maybe not. But when they saw the Apostles shed their blood willingly in the name of Jesus, then people began
to examine and to embrace the Christian faith. In their lives the Apostles were only fishermen, doting peasants, but in their
deaths, they became martyrs, men with a message, Saints whose impact on the world would ring long after the blow that
killed them, kind of like a bell hums after you ring it.
Yes, this was heroic love, that agape love that Christ wants us to have for Him. But this is not the usual type of life. As a
rule, death is only a carbon copy of how we have lived. We as sinners have to set the alarm clock in our conscience. We
must live each day as if it were our last! It’s a good resolution for this New Year of 2020! God love you, and Happy New
Year to all of you!

Pray for the Sick
Ron Behler, Lois Boboa, Anthony
Burns, Mimì Carpenter, Ray Chagnard,
Beverly Couch, the Honorable Martin
Feldman, Ellie Fogarty, David Forly, Audury
Guillot, Virginia Hamrick, Janet Hopkins,
Jaylynn Jackson, Rebecca Larousse, Charles
Margavio, Rita Roccaforte, Frederick Henry
Taylor Sr, Gerald Toups, Angela Villanueva,
and Jena Wilson.

Pray for the Dead
Beverly Bellini, Sister M. Angela Bergeron
CIC, Alma Champagne, Alethea Gernard,
Theodore H. Sorina Jr, and Vetter Amadeo
Taylor.

News

The Monthly Food Pantry Request for “Love
Thy Neighbor” (a project of our Society of St Vincent
de Paul) for January is tuna-fish.
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Ministers of Holy Communion and basic workshops for
readers will be presented this Spring by the Office of
Worship.

Attendance

Extraordinary

Ministers

at
of

the
Holy

workshop
Communion

for
is

required before a person can be delegated by the
Archbishop to serve in this ministry. Attendance at the
workshop for readers is strongly recommended for new
readers and all readers who have not previously
attended a workshop. The complete schedule can be
found

on

the

Office

of

Worship

web-site,

at

https://nolacatholic.org/lay-liturgical-ministryformation. Participants are to be pre-registered by their
parish before attending.

Information on Spanish-

language workshops may be found through the
Hispanic Apostolate. If you have any questions, please
contact the Office of Worship at 861-6300, or
worship@arch-no.org.”

